
1



Question 1
What country is Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and England a part of? 
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Henry VIII (28 June 1491 – 28 January 1547) took land in Northern Ireland from Catholic nobles 
and gave it to his English and Scot friends. He was the King of England from 1509 until his death 
in 1547. Henry is best known for his six marriages, and, in particular, his efforts to 
have his first marriage (to Catherine of Aragon) annulled. His disagreement with Pope 
Clement VII on the question of such an annulment led Henry to initiate the English 
Reformation, separating the Church of England from papal authority. He appointed 
himself Supreme Head of the Church of England and dissolved convents and 
monasteries, for which he was excommunicated.

Anglican dominance in Ireland was ensured by the passage of the Penal Laws that 
curtailed the religious, legal, and political rights of  who did not conform to the state 
church, the Anglican Church of Ireland. As the Penal Laws started to be phased out in 
the latter part of the 18th century, there was more competition for land, as 
restrictions were lifted on the Irish Catholic ability to rent. With Roman Catholics 
allowed to buy land and enter trades from which they had formerly been banned, 
tensions arose resulting in the Protestant "Peep O'Day Boys"[53] and Catholic 
"Defenders". This created polarization between the communities and a dramatic 
reduction in reformers among Protestants, many of whom had been growing more 
receptive to democratic reform

People are still mad about this.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_of_Aragon
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_people_excommunicated_by_the_Catholic_Church
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Question 3
In your own words, please tell why the Catholic people are upset that Northern 
Ireland is part of the UK?

5



6

On Easter Monday, April 24, 1916, a group of Irish nationalists proclaimed the 
establishment of the Irish Republic and, along with some 1,600 followers, staged a 
rebellion against the British government in Ireland. The rebels seized prominent 
buildings in Dublin and clashed with British troops. Within a week, the insurrection 
had been suppressed and more than 2,000 people were dead or injured. The leaders 
of the rebellion soon were executed. Initially, there was little support from the Irish 
people for the Easter Rising; however, public opinion later shifted and the executed 
leaders were hailed as martyrs. In 1921, a treaty was signed that in 1922 established 
the Irish Free State, which eventually became the modern-day Republic of Ireland.
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The Irish Parliamentary Party (IPP; commonly called the Irish Party or the Home Rule 
Party)

political party active in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.

Question 2: 
Do you suspect the Catholics in Northern Ireland would want to be a part of the 
United Kingdom, or have their own country? 
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In the early 20th century, Irish Catholics decided they wanted to break away from England. 
The Protestant minority feared living in a Catholic country. 

Question 4
What underlying fears do you think protestants had about living in a Catholic country? 
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In 1921, after some fighting, the British tried to make everyone happy by creating an Irish Free State and Northern 
Ireland, which would remain part of the United Kingdom. Anglo-Irish Treaty of December 1921. 
That treaty ended the three-year Irish War of Independence between the forces of 
the self-proclaimed Irish Republic, the Irish Republican Army (IRA); and British 
Crown forces.

Question 5
Why does the solution of an Irish Free State and Northern Ireland staying with the UK 
work? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Irish_Treaty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_War_of_Independence
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crown
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They would have some self-government, but still be part of the U.K.
The Catholics were now the minority.
They began to face discrimination in housing, jobs, and education. 

Question 6
How do you think that the agreement of independence could have been improved? 
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- Catholics take to street to protest in 1960s
- In 1972, the British fired on a crowd and killed 14 people.  They claim they were fired on first. British 

soldiers shot 26 unarmed civilians during a protest march against internment 
without trial. Fourteen people died: 13 were killed outright, while the death of 
another man four months later was attributed to his injuries. Many of the victims 
were shot while fleeing from the soldiers, and some were shot while trying to help 
the wounded

- 1st investigation found that British were justified.
- 2nd investigation Saville's report was made public in 2010 and concluded that the 

killings were both "unjustified" and "unjustifiable". It found that all of those shot 
were unarmed, that none were posing a serious threat, that no bombs were 
thrown and that soldiers "knowingly put forward false accounts" to justify their 
firing.[8][9] The soldiers denied shooting the named victims but also denied 
shooting anyone by mistake.[10] On publication of the report, the British prime 
minister David Cameron made a formal apology on behalf of the United 
Kingdom.[11] Following this, police began a murder investigation into the killings.

- Question 7

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_soldiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Demetrius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloody_Sunday_(1972)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloody_Sunday_(1972)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloody_Sunday_(1972)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Cameron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloody_Sunday_(1972)


- If you were a Catholic living in N. Ireland, how would you have viewed the British troops firing and killing 20 
people? 
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- Violence was common and terrorism was the weapon of choice.
- Car bombs gained popularity.
- About half the total of 650 British soldiers to die in the conflict were killed in the 

years 1971–73. In 1972 alone, the IRA killed 100 British soldiers and wounded 500 
more. In the same year, they carried out 1,300 bomb attacks and 90 IRA members 
were killed.

Question 8
What does terrorism try to do to the people in a country? 
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A nationalist group devoted to the idea of a united Ireland.

Irish Republican Army

Want the British out of Northern Ireland. (GET THE BRITISH OUT!)

Question 9
Based on the picture, how do you think the IRA operated? 
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- A “peace wall” exists in some places, separating Protestants and Catholics.
- The peace lines range in length from a few hundred yards to over three miles 

(5 km). They may be made of iron, brick and/or steel and are up to 25 feet (8 
metres) high

- School children of each religion do not even go to the same schools. 
- You know when you are entering a Catholic or Protestant neighborhood.  

- The stated purpose of the peace lines is to minimize inter-communal violence 
between Catholics (most of whom are nationalists who self-identify as Irish[1]) and 
Protestants (most of whom are unionists who self-identify as British[1]).

Question 10
How do you think that you could improve the conditions in Northern Ireland? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_lines
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