
Reading List - Advanced

Radcliff Additions
• Brookings Institute, Geostrategic Competition and Overseas Basing in East Asia and the First 

Island Chain

More Advanced Resources - These are straight from my Harvard professor. Let me know if 
you need help accessing these  
 
Balance of Power

• Kevin Rudd, “Beware the Guns of August—in Asia: How to Keep U.S.-Chinese Tensions From 
Sparking a War Links to an external site. 
.” Foreign Affairs,3 August 2020. (12 pages)

• Paul Heer, “The Inconvenient Truth about Taiwan’s Place in the World Links to an external site. 
,” The National Interest, 27 September 2020. (5 pages)

• International Institute for Strategic Studies, “The Military Balance: Taiwan in the Pentagon 
report’s spotlight Links to an external site. 
.” 18 September 2020. (3 pages)

• Office of the Secretary of Defense, “Annual Report to Congress: Military and Security 
Developments Involving the People’s Republic of China: China and Taiwan Forces Data Links 
to an external site. 
.” Department of Defense, 2020. pp.95-96, 112-120, 164-166. (13 pages)

 
China/Taiwan Dynamics

• Kat Devlin and Christine Huang, “In Taiwan, Views of Mainland China Mostly Negative Links to 
an external site. 
.” Pew Research Center, 12 May 2020. (11 pages)

• Tsai Ing-wen, “The Taiwan Relations Act at Forty and US-Taiwan Relations Links to an external 
site. 
.” Center for Strategic and International Security, 9 April 2020. pp.1-9. Recommend entire. (9 
pages)

• Derek Grossman, “Where Does China's 'One Country, Two Systems' Stand in 2020 Links to an 
external site. 
?” RAND Corporation, 13 February 2020. (3 pages)

• Andy Kessler, “China Is Losing Its Bet on Chips: An attack on Taiwan, the top manufacturer, 
would roil industry and the world Links to an external site. 
.” Wall Street Journal, 15 November 2020. (4 pages)

• Chun Han Wong, “China to Sanction US Weapons Makers Over Taiwan Sales Links to an 
external site. 
.” Wall Street Journal, 26 October 2020. (3 pages)

• Steven Lee Myers, “China Sends Warning to Taiwan and US With Big Show of Air Power Links 
to an external site. 
.” New York Times, 18 September 2020. (2 pages)

• Raymond Zhong, “In US-China Tech Feud, Taiwan Feels Heat From Both Sides Links to an 
external site. 
.” New York Times, 1 October 2020. (3 pages)
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• “Scaling Back: Why commercial ties between Taiwan and China are beginning to fray Links to 
an external site. 
.” The Economist, 19 November 2020. (4 pages)

• Javier C. Hernandez, “Latest Clash Between China and Taiwan: A Fistfight in Fiji Links to an 
external site. 
.” New York Times, 19 October 2020. (3 pages)

• Foreign Policy Analytics Special Report, “Semiconductors and the U.S. – China Innovation 
Race Links to an external site. 
,” Foreign Policy, 16 February 2021.

 
US Perspectives

• Richard Nixon, “The Shanghai Communique Links to an external site. 
.” 27 February 1972. (2 pages)

• “Declassified Cables: Taiwan Arms Sales & Six Assurances Links to an external site. 
.” (1982). (skim)

• Robert Blackwill and Philip Zelikow, “The United States, China, and Taiwan: A Strategy to 
Prevent War Links to an external site. 
,” Council on Foreign Relations, February 2021. (102 pages)

• Richard Haass and David Sacks, “American Support for Taiwan Must be Unambiguous Links 
to an external site. 
.” Foreign Affairs, 2 September 2020. (12 pages)

• Gideon Rachman, “A distracted US is dangerous for Taiwan Links to an external site. 
.” Financial Times, 19 October 2020. (3 pages)

• Henry Kissinger and Richard Haass, “A Conversation with Henry Kissinger Links to an external 
site. 
.” Council on Foreign Relations, 25 June 2020. pp.9-11. (2 pages)

• Javier C. Hernandez and Amy Chang Chien, “After Trump, Biden Faces Pressure to Stand up 
to China by Embracing Taiwan Links to an external site. 
.” New York Times, 24 November 2020.

• William Mauldin and James T. Areddy, “Biden, as President, Will Shift US Toolkit on China 
Links to an external site. 
.” Wall Street Journal, 9 November 2020. (5 pages)

• Oriana Skylar Mastro, “Biden Will Speak Softer but Act Stronger on Taiwan Links to an external 
site. 
.” Foreign Policy, 10 November 2020. (4 pages)

• Michael S. Chase, “Contingency Planning Memorandum 34: Averting a Cross-Strait Crisis 
Links to an external site. 
.” Council on Foreign Relations, 26 February 2020. (19 pages)

• Dominick Shortall and Jesse Johnson, “Once unimaginable, some now debating return of U.S. 
Forces to Taiwan Links to an external site. 
.” The Japan Times, 28 October 2020. (6 pages)

• Bonnie S. Glaser, Richard C. Bush, Michael J. Green, “Toward a Stronger US-Taiwan 
Relationship Links to an external site. 
.” Center for Strategic and International Studies, October 2020. pp.3-7 (5 pages)

• Hilton Yip, “Taiwan Is More Than a Pawn to be Sacrificed to China Links to an external site. 
.” Foreign Policy, 28 October 2020. (5 pages)

• Watch: Robert Work, David Ochmanek, Chris Dougherty, “Panel Discussion: A New American 
Way of War Links to an external site. 
.” Center for a New American Security, 7 March 2019.
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Recommended

• Graham Allison, Destined for War: Can America and China Escape Thucydides’s Trap?
Chapter 8: From Here to War. pp.154-184. (30 pages)

• Graham Allison, “Could Donald Trump’s War Against Huawei Trigger a Real War With China? 
Links to an external site. 
” The National Interest, 11 June 2020.

• Michael Beckley, “The Emerging Military Balance in East Asia.” International Security 42, No. 2 
(Fall 2017) pp.78-119. (41 pages)

• Yu-Jie Chen and Jerome A. Cohen, “China-Taiwan Relations Re-examined: the “1992 
Consensus” and Cross-strait Agreements Links to an external site. 
.” University of Pennsylvania Asian Law Review 14 (2019). (40 pages)

• Sukjoon Yoon and Junho Yun, “From Confrontation to Conflict between China and Taiwan: 
Major Challenges for Taiwan’s Counter Strategy.” The Korean Journal of Defense Analysis 32, 
No. 3 (September 2022) pp.351-370. (19 pages)

• Fiona S. Cunningham, “The Maritime Rung on the Escalation Ladder: Naval Blockades in a 
US-China Conflict.” Security Studies 29, No 4 (2020) pp.730-768. (38 pages)

• Karthrin Hille, “US declassifies Taiwan security assurances Links to an external site. 
.” Financial Times, 31 August 2020. (3 pages)

• Keoni Everington, “Biden pick for secretary of state backs closer ties with Taiwan Links to an 
external site. 
.” Taiwan News, 23 November 2020. (4 pages)

• Taiwan Ministry of National Defense, “National Defense Report Links to an external site. 
.” 2019.

• Kari Soo Lingberg, Nick Wadhams, and Jenny Leonard, “Dollar’s Dominance Gives U.S. 
Upper Hand in China Fight Links to an external site. 
.” Bloomberg, 9 September 2020. (4 pages)

• Benjamin Rhode, “Tensions in the Taiwan Strait.” Strategic Comments 25, No. 3 (2019).
• Eric Heginbotham et al., The US-China Military Scorecard  Links to an external site. 

(RAND, 2015), 
• Jim Thomas, Hard ROC 2.0: Taiwan and Deterrence through Protraction Links to an external 

site. 
(CSBA, 2013)

• Taiwan News, “Taiwan in imminent danger of Chinese invasion: Harvard professor Links to an 
external site. 
.” 1 June 2020.

• Edward Sing Yue Chan, “Rethinking uniqueness of China’s sea power development Links to 
an external site. 
.” Australian Journal of Maritime & Ocean Affairs (2020).

• Kharis Templeman, “China’s Military Incursions Around Taiwan Aren’t a Sign of Imminent 
Attack Links to an external site. 
.” The Diplomat, 22 October 2020. (6 pages)

• Mark Stokes, Yang Kuang-shun, and Eric Lee, “Preparing for the Nightmare: Readiness and 
Ad hoc Coalition Operations in the Taiwan Strait Links to an external site. 
,” Project 2049, 1 September 2020.
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